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Annotations 

 

Falling over sideways by Jordan Sonnenblick 

ISBN  9780606406499  

Harassed at her middle school, not taken seriously at home, and with a "perfect" older brother, 

Matthew, to live up to, thirteen-year-old Claire has always felt like her life was cursed--then one 

morning, when she are her beloved father are talking at breakfast, her father suddenly falls over 

with a stroke, and suddenly everything changes. 

 

Free Verse by Sarah Dooley  

ISBN  9780606397889  

When her brother dies in a fire, Sasha Harless has no one left, and nowhere to turn. After her 

father died in the mines and her mother ran off, he was her last caretaker. They’d always 

dreamed of leaving Caboose, West Virginia together someday, but instead she’s in foster care, 

feeling more stuck and broken than ever. But then Sasha discovers family she didn’t know she 

had, and learns that life, like poetry, doesn’t always take the form you intend. 

 

Frogkisser! By Garth Nix 

ISBN  9781848126374  

Princess Anya has a big problem: Duke Rikard, her step-stepfather is an evil wizard who wants 

to rule the kingdom and has a habit of changing people into frogs, and her older sister Morven, 

the heir, is a wimp--so with the help of the librarian Gotfried (who turns into an owl when he is 

upset), and the Royal Dogs, she must find away to defeat Rikard, save her sister, and maybe 

even turn Prince Denholm back into a human being. 

 

Garvey’s choice by Nikki’s Grimes 

ISBN 9781629797403 

Garvey’s father has always wanted Garvey to be athletic, but Garvey is interested in astronomy, 

science fiction, reading—anything but sports. Feeling like a failure, he comforts himself with 

food. Garvey is kind, funny, smart, a loyal friend, and he is also overweight, teased by bullies, 

and lonely. When his only friend encourages him to join the school chorus, Garvey’s life 

changes.  

 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds 

ISBN 9781534401129 9781481450164  

Running. That's all that Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But never for a 

track team. Nope, his game has always been ball. But when Ghost impulsively challenges an 

elite sprinter to a race -- and wins -- the Olympic medalist track coach sees he has something: 

crazy natural talent. Thing is, Ghost has something else: a lot of anger, and a past that he is 

trying to outrun. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed and meld with the team, or will his 

past finally catch up to him? 

 

Ghosts by Raina Telgemeier 



ISBN  9780545540629  

Catrina and her family are moving to the coast of Northern California because her little sister, 

Maya, is sick. Cat isn't happy about leaving her friends for Bahía de la Luna, but Maya has 

cystic fibrosis and will benefit from the cool, salty air that blows in from the sea. As the girls 

explore their new home, a neighbor lets them in on a secret: There are ghosts in Bahía de la 

Luna. Maya is determined to meet one, but Cat wants nothing to do with them. 

 

The girl who drank the moon by Kelly Barnhill 

ISBN  9781848126473  

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in 

the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in the 

forest, Xan, is kind and gentle.  One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of 

starlight, filling the ordinary child with extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must raise this 

enmagicked girl, with the help of a Perfectly Tiny Dragon, as her own.  

 

The Inquisitor’s Tale; or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog by Adam 

Gidwitz 

ISBN 9780142427378 

A peasant girl and her holy greyhound, an oblate on a mission from his monastery, and a young 

Jewish boy travel across medieval France to escape persecution and save holy texts from being 

burned.  Their adventures take them on a chase through France: they are taken captive by 

knights, sit alongside a king, and save the land from a farting dragon. On the run to escape 

prejudice and persecution and save precious and holy texts from being burned, their quest 

drives them forward to a final showdown at Mont Saint-Michel, where all will come to question if 

these children can perform the miracles of saints.   

 

It ain’t so awful, falafel by Firoozeh Dumas 

ISBN 9781328740960 

Zomorod (Cindy) Yousefzadeh is the new kid on the block . . . for the fourth time. California’s 

Newport Beach is her family’s latest perch, and she’s determined to shuck her brainy loner 

persona and start afresh with a new Brady Bunch name—Cindy. It’s the late 1970s, and fitting in 

becomes more difficult as Iran makes U.S. headlines with protests, revolution, and finally the 

taking of American hostages. Even mood rings and puka shell necklaces can't distract Cindy 

from the anti-Iran sentiments that creep way too close to home. 

 

The land of forgotten girls by Erin Entrada Kelly 

ISBN  9781537913148  

Two sisters from the Philippines, abandoned by their father and living in impoverished 

circumstances in Louisiana, fight to make their lives better.  Soledad has always been able to 

escape into the stories she creates. Just like her mother always could. And Soledad has needed 

that escape more than ever in the five years since her mother and sister died and her father 

moved Sol and her youngest sister from the Philippines to Louisiana. Then he left, and all Sol 

and Ming have now is their evil stepmother, Vea.  

 



The lie tree by Frances Harding 

ISBN  9781338216172  

On an island off the south coast of Victorian England, fourteen-year-old Faith investigates the 

mysterious death of her father, who was involved in a scandal, and discovers a tree that feeds 

upon lies and gives those who eat its fruit visions of truth. 

 

Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo 

ISBN 9780763696917 

Raymie Clarke has come to realize that everything, absolutely everything, depends on her. And 

she has a plan. If Raymie can win the Little Miss Central Florida Tire competition, then her 

father, who left town two days ago with a dental hygienist, will see Raymie's picture in the paper 

and (maybe) come home. To win, not only does Raymie have to do good deeds and learn how 

to twirl a baton; she also has to contend with the wispy, frequently fainting Louisiana Elefante, 

who has a show-business background, and the fiery, stubborn Beverly Tapinski, who’s 

determined to sabotage the contest.  

 

Some kind of happiness by Claire Legrand 

ISBN 9781442466029 

Finley’s only retreat is the Everwood, a forest kingdom that exists in the pages of her notebook. 

Until she discovers the endless woods behind her grandparents’ house and realizes the 

Everwood is real--and holds more mysteries than she'd ever imagined, including a family of 

pirates that she isn’t allowed to talk to, trees covered in ash, and a strange old wizard living in a 

house made of bones.  With the help of her cousins, Finley sets out on a mission to save the 

dying Everwood and uncover its secrets.  

 

Speed of life by Carol Weston  

ISBN 9781492654490 

When Sofia lost her mother eight months ago, her friends were 100% there for her. But now it's 

a new year, and they're ready for Sofia to move on. The problem is that Sofia can't bounce 

back-she can't recharge like a cellphone. She decides to write Dear Kate, an advice columnist 

for Fifteen Magazine, and is surprised to receive a fast reply. Soon, the two are exchanging 

emails, and Sofia opens up and spills all, including a few worries that are totally embarrassing. 

But it turns out that not even advice columnists have all the answers.  

 

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolf 

ISBN 9781101994849 

Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet, steady 

life in her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her 

class. Betty quickly reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative, and while her bullying seems 

isolated at first, things quickly escalate, and reclusive World War I veteran Toby becomes a 

target of her attacks. While others have always seen Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows only 

kindness. She will soon need to find the courage to stand as a lone voice of justice as tensions 

mount.  

 



*Annotations from title entries on www.worldcat.org, www.goodreads.com, or Novelist. 

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.goodreads.com/

